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had already established a tradition 
of staging an annual chess festival in 
collaboration with the French Chess 
Federation. It started off as a Swiss 
system tournament, but in 1966, for 
the first time, all-play-all sections for 
the grandmasters and masters were 
introduced. Darga, Forintos and Ma-
tanovic had tied for first at Bordeaux 
1964, Gereben won at Strasbourg 
1965, Larsen topped Le Havre 1966, 
and now Bobby Fischer was to be in-
vited to see what he could do at Monte 

�" lthough Monte Carlo is only one 
of seven districts in the Prin-

cipality of Monaco, it is the rich-
est, since it is where you will find the 
gaming houses – which provide 75 
per cent of State revenue. Of course, 
Monaco is also famous for its annual 
Formula One Grand Prix, which is re-
garded as the most difficult circuit in 
the world and the greatest test of driv-
ing skill. English racing driver Gra-
ham Hill won five times here in the 
1960s, but there was one Grand Prix 
that he didn’t win – the Grand Prix 
d’Echecs!

It was a time of great change and 
Rainier did not want Monaco to be 
known only as a green felt playground 
and a racing track but also as a cul-
tural centre. So he made efforts to en-
hance the Principality’s reputation for 
entertainment, sport, art and music. 
In keeping with this trend, the Prince 
was approached by the French Chess 
Federation to consider adding a chess 
festival to Monaco’s catalogue. Rainier 
responded enthusiastically with the 
proposal that he himself be President 
of the Organising Committee – after 
all, it was the ‘royal’ game.

As it happened, Raoul Bertolo, direc-
tor of the magazine Europe Echecs, 
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When Prince 
Rainier visited 

the tournament in 
Round 7 he had 

ample time to talk 
to Bobby Fischer, 
as the American’s 
opponent Vasily 

Smyslov didn’t 
turn up because of 

dental problems.

‘What Bobby
     wants,  

Bobby gets’
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Carlo 1967. Rumour had it that Bobby 
received a rather special invitation, a 
letter written by Princess Grace.

More money than ever before was 
made available in order to fund a 
grandmaster tournament, two sup-
porting international master all-play-
all’s, a 100-player Open and a junior 
invitational. The Prince anticipated 
that this would generate positive pub-
licity – and his further sponsorship of 
two more chess festivals in 1968 and 
1969 confirmed his satisfaction with 
the proceedings.

Monaco is one of the smallest coun-
tries in the world, and so, following 
the example of the polders in Holland, 
the Prince had undertaken a project 
to reclaim land from the Mediterra-
nean. On this new terrain was cre-
ated a sandy beach, a leafy park and 
the Hall du Centenaire, a spacious 
building designed for exhibitions and 
sporting events. In fact this venue had 
only been opened the previous year 
and celebrated the 100th anniversary 

of Monaco as an independent sover-
eign state. It was here that Rainier de-
cided to hold the chess festival, which 
in itself equally marked a 100th anni-
versary – that of France’s first great in-
ternational tournament, Paris 1867.

From the pages of chess history we 
might also add that from 1901-1904 
four previous international tourna-
ments had been held in Monte Carlo. 
In one of these, David Janowski 
promptly lost all his prize money in 
the casino!

For the 1967 grandmaster tourna-
ment the organisers had assembled 
an interesting assortment of players, 
which included several previous win-
ners. In addition to Fischer, who had 
not played in an individual tourna-
ment outside the USA for five years, 
also competing was former world title 
holder Vasily Smyslov, and top class 
grandmasters Bent Larsen, Efim Gel-
ler, and Svetozar Gligoric. Complet-
ing the line-up were past junior world 

champion William Lombardy, future 
Hungarian champion Gyözö Forin-
tos, editor of the newly formed Chess 
Informant Alexander Matanovic, and 
two French champions, Guy Mazzoni 
and Volf Bergraser.

The reigning world champion, Ti-
gran Petrosian, had originally also 
been invited, but he declined to take 
part. Three possible reasons were 
cited for this: (1) he wanted to prepare 
for a very strong tournament celebrat-
ing the 50th anniversary of the Rus-
sian Revolution, coming up in May 
in Moscow; (2) he objected to Fischer 
getting a big appearance fee while he 
received nothing; and (3) he preferred 
to watch the European Ice Hockey 
Championship which was being held 
at the same time in Vienna!

Initially Petrosian was substituted 
by Yakov Estrin, a future world cor-
respondence champion, but he, in 
turn, was replaced by Smyslov, after 
the Russians realised that Fischer was 
definitely going to play.

William Lombardy and 
Bobby Fischer shake 
hands at the start of 
their first-round game. 
Fischer won. When they 
shook hands again, 
he quipped: ‘No hard 
feelings!’

German grandmasters Klaus Darga 
and Wolfgang Unzicker had also ear-
lier accepted invitations but each had 
to withdraw due to pressure of work 
– Darga, a couple of weeks before and 
Unzicker, with only two days notice. 
The organisers sought a late replace-
ment for Darga in Florin Gheor
ghiu, who had sensationally defeated 
Fischer at the previous year’s Olym-
piad in Havana. The Romanian ac-
cepted but unfortunately was hav-
ing difficulties obtaining an exit visa 
and had not arrived by the time of 
the opening ceremony. Nevertheless, 
in the hope that he would eventually 
turn up, the drawing of lots was car-
ried out on the basis of 12 players, 
even though Unzicker’s place was to 
remain unfilled. In this way everyone 
would get an extra free day, which was 
most welcome since the announced 
schedule had envisaged 11 rounds in 
12 days. As it turned out, Gheorghiu 
did not get his visa and so the tour-
nament was reduced to ten players – 
with yet another extra rest day.

Moreover, the tournament organis-
ers had to cope with further compli-
cations, which Larsen described in 
his own witty way: ‘Fischer, as is well 
known, does not play on the Sabbath 
from Friday 6 p.m. to Saturday 6 p.m. 
His game with Smyslov also had to be 
rescheduled because the Russian was 

afflicted with a terrible toothache, ne-
cessitating an extraction at the dental 
surgery. Then Bergraser suddenly fell 
ill with pneumonia and was taken by 
ambulance to the hospital – thereby 
forfeiting his last four games. In the 

meantime, other competitors with 
such trifles as headache, a chill or in-
digestion, had to suffer in silence.’

Interestingly, later, in Larsen’s Se-
lected Games of Chess 1948-69, he 
added: ‘My play was good one day and 
bad the next, maybe because of stom-
ach trouble. The stomach is an essen-
tial part of a chess master; it must be 

able to adjust to many changes of diet, 
and mine used to be very good in this 
respect. Monaco was the exception.’

The chess festival ran through the 
Easter holiday, from March 24 until 
April 4, and the Hall had to be quickly 
cleared, reorganised and refurbished 
because the French Boxing Cham-
pionships had just taken place there. 
A carpet was laid, temporary parti-
tions set up to separate the playing 
area from the bar and analysis room, 
and individual chairs and tables, com-
plete with tablecloths, new chess sets, 
clocks, and specially designed score 
books, put in place for all competi-
tors of all strengths. Plenty of space 
was provided to walk around and in 
fact some chess enthusiasts came from 
Paris, and even Belgium, Germany, 
England and the USA, just to watch 
the games. The walls were decorated 
with green palms and an office was es-
tablished for the arbiters and organis-
ers, who produced daily bulletins of 
results and games. All of which made 
for perfect playing conditions whilst 
enabling the amateurs to draw inspi-
ration from the grandmasters, who 
remained in full view throughout 
the sessions in a roped off area in the 
middle of the hall. Just imagine ... they 
were playing chess a few yards from 
the legendary Bobby Fischer!

With answers to urgent questi ons like:

  Why did Anish Giri play the Grünfeld Indian against Magnus Carlsen?

  Has Rustam Kasimdzhanov blown out White’s candle in the Chebanenko 
Slav with 6.b3?

  Just how risky is Vladimir Kramnik’s 4...a6 in the Pirc?

  How do Hungarians fare in the Hungarian Variati on of the Grünfeld?

  Is Maxime Vachier-Lagrave’s 7...Àc6 in the Najdorf sti ll fun for Black?

  What are Viktor Moskalenko’s occultest ideas in the French?

  Why don’t they play the North Sea Defence in Wijk aan Zee?

  Is 3...d4 a good opti on against the Short Variati on of the Caro-Kann?

  Can we trust opening books on 8.Ãf7 in the Alapin Sicilian?

  How should White deal with 7...Àh6 in the Advance French?

   Is the Halloween Gambit sound?

   Where should White’s king go in the piece sac variati on of the Krause Slav?

  What is the ‘Grünfeld Att ack’?

  How does Sergey Tiviakov fi nd creati vity in the Queen’s Indian?

  What is the Zukertort System – and how good is it?

and many more!
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